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CHRIST-LOVING DISCERNMENT
Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating truth from error and right from wrong.

The Process of Discernment

· Prayerfully Check the Facts

· Prayerfully Check Your Heart

· Prayerfully Check God's Word (Scripture & Jesus) 

· Prayerfully Check With Godly Believers

· Prayerfully Decide!
· Prayerfully Act & Trust

Detecting Potential Idols

· What do you love/hate?

· What do you desire/wish for?

· What are you pursuing/seeking (goals)?
· What do you fear/worry about?

· What do you think you need/would make everything ok?

· Where do you find refuge/ comfort/ safety/ security/ pleasure?

· Who do you feel you need to please?

· What/who do you trust?

· How do you spend your time?

· What do you enjoy talking about?

Discerning “Gray Matters”
· Will this draw me toward God? Can I pray about this? Thank God for this? Take joy in this? (1 Tim. 4:4-5)

· Will this help me spiritually? (1 Cor. 6:12a)

· Could this keep me from forsaking all and following Jesus? (Mark 10:21-22; 1 Cor. 6:12b; Heb. 12:1-2)

· Will this help other Christians? (1 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 14:15, 19)

· Will this compromise my mission of representing Jesus? (Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:33)

· Will this set me apart from sin unto God? (John 17:15; 2 Cor. 6:17-7:1)

· Will this glorify God? (I Cor. 10:31)

· Will God smile on this? (Rom. 14:12)

· Would Jesus do this?(Eph. 5:1; 1 Jn. 2:6)

· Will Jesus enjoy this with me? (Col. 3:3)
