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The Canonizatiorof the Old
Testament

e The Threefold
Division of the Old
Testament

(1) Law

(2) Prophets

(3) Writings

e The Threefold
Division relates to the
special position or
status of the writer




(ornersione!
Announcements: | P

Tonight
— Join us at Jonathan & Janet Moore’s

ThisWednesday night@ 8:45
— Join us after the service at thpplebee’sn Lake Orion

This Friday night @ 6:30- Friday Focus
This Saturday — Feather Bowling
NextSunday @ 10:30 — ABF

— Bible Doctrine series o@odbegins

THIS SUMMER:

 Wednesday Meetings beginning May 9
 Chicago Mission Trip— June 23-30 (Sat. — Sat.)

o Summer Camping Trip- July 19-22 (Thu. — Sun.)


















The Canonization of the Old Testament

Bel and the Dragon
1 And king Astyages was gathered to his fathers,Gnds of Persia received his kingdom.
2 And Daniel conversed with the king, and was hondat®ove all his friends.

3 Now the Babylons had an idol, called Bel, and thezeavgpent upon him every day twelve great
measures of fine flour, and forty sheep, and sssets of wine.

4 And the king worshipped it and went daily to adireéut Daniel worshipped his own God. And the
king said unto him, Why dost not thou worship Bel?

5 Who answered and said, Because | may not wordblp made with hands, but the living God, who
hath created the heaven and the earth, and hathesgnty over all flesh.

6 Then said the king unto him, Thinkest thou not theitiB a living God? seest thou not how much he
eateth and drinketh every day?

7 Then Daniel smiled, and said, O king, be not dexkifor this is but clay within, and brass withcartd
did never eat or drink any thing.

8 So the king was wroth, and called for his priesit®] said unto them, If ye tell me not who thishistt
devoureth these expences, ye shall die.

9 But if ye can certify me that Bel devoureth thengrtiDaniel shall die: for he hath spoken blasphemy
against Bel. And Daniel said unto the king, Letatdrcording to thy word.

10 Now the priests of Bel were threescore and tengdedikeir wives and children. And the king went
with Daniel into the temple of Bel.

11 So Bel's priests said, Lo, we go out: but thoujr@ kset on the meat, and make ready the wine, and
shut the door fast and seal it with thine own signet;

12 And to morrow when thou comest in, if thou findest that hath eaten up all, we will suffer death, or
else Daniel, that speaketh falsely against us.
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13 And they little regarded it: for under the tathley had made a privy entrance, whereby they entered
continually, and consumed those things.

14 So when they were gone forth, the king set niszftsre Bel. Now Daniel had commanded his servants
to bring ashes, and those they strewed throughiaieatemple in the presence of the king alone:
then went they out, and shut the door, and setlgithi the king's signet, and so departed.

15 Now in the night came the priests with their giaad children, as they were wont to do, and did eat
and drink up all.

16 In the morning betime the king arose, and Danigt Wwim.
17 And the king said, Daniel, are the seals whole@ Be said, Yea, O king, they be whole.

18 And as soon as he had opened the dour, thedakgd upon the table, and cried with a loud voice,
Great art thou, O Bel, and with thee is no decedtllat

19 Then laughed Daniel, and held the king that le&lshnot go in, and said, Behold now the pavement,
and mark well whose footsteps are these.

20 And the king said, | see the footsteps of memmeim, and children. And then the king was angry,

21 And took the priests with their wives and childresho shewed him the privy doors, where they came
in, and consumed such things as were upon the table

22 Therefore the king slew them, and delivered Bel baniel's power, who destroyed him and his
temple.

23 And in that same place there was a great draguich they of Babylon worshipped.

24 And the king said unto Daniel, Wilt thou also Hagt this is of brass? lo, he liveth, he eateth and
drinketh; thou canst not say that he is no livioeg:gherefore worship him.

25 Then said Daniel unto the king, | will worshiggthord my God: for he is the living God.

26 But give me leave, O king, and | shall slay trisgon without sword or staff. The king said, legiv
thee leave.
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27 Then Daniel took pitch, and fat, and hair, artistiethe them together, and made lumps theresf: thi
he put in the dragon's mouth, and so the dragost busunder : and Daniel said, Lo, these are the
gods ye worship.

28 When they of Babylon heard that, they took gmedignation, and conspired against the king, sgying
The king is become a Jew, and he hath destroyehBdiath slain the dragon, and put the priests to
death.

29 So they came to the king, and said, Deliver usiéaor else we will destroy thee and thine house.
30 Now when the king saw that they pressed him smiag constrained, he delivered Daniel unto them:
31 Who cast him into the lions' den: where he waslays.

32 And in the den there were seven lions, and tlagygiven them every day two carcases, and two
sheep: which then were not given to them, to tkenirthey might devour Daniel

33 Now there was in Jewry a prophet, called Habbagho,had made pottage, and had broken bread in a
bowl, and was going into the field, for to bringatthe reapers.

34 But the angel of the Lord said unto Habbacuc,daay the dinner that thou hast into Babylon unto
Daniel, who is in the lions' den.

35 And Habbacuc said, Lord, | never saw Babylon; eeitto | know where the den is.

36 Then the angel of the Lord took him by the croamg bare him by the hair of his head, and through
the vehemency of his spirit set him in Babylon oVer den.

37 And Habbacuc cried, saying, O Daniel, Daniel, thleedinner which God hath sent thee.






The Canonization of the Old Testament

 Some Problems with “Bel and the Dragon”

(1) The old Greek translation introduces the bopklaiming that Daniel was a

priest, which stands opposed to the canonical leb@kaniel, which does not
designate him as a priest.

(2) Daniel’s interaction with the king is problencat‘'A response of laughter at
the king’s comment is a bit surprising given trskrand danger that were
involved in a subordinate possibly upsetting anemtoriental despot. In v.
19 Daniel not only laughs at the king’s praise of Iag also physically
restrains the king from entering the temple. Sugysal contact with a
monarch would have been unusuaNE{ Bible notes)

(3) The episode of the pitch, fat, and hair destrgpyhe dragon (i.e. snake) is
obscure. How this would have killed the snake isautain. The difficulty of
the tale is probably due to the legendary natutbematerial.
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« The Process of Collecting the (3) Paul classified passages from

Books of the New Testament Deuteronomy and Luke equally as
Scripture (“For the scripture says,

Canon "Do not muzzle an ox while it is

(1) The New Testament itself encouraged treading out the grain," and, "The
the collection of written works (“After worker deserves his pay” 1 Tim 5:18
this I_et_ter has beer_l read to you, see [NET])
that it is also read in the church of the (4) Three Periods of Canonical Collection
Laodiceans and thaf[ you in turn read Ensued:
ER‘?V']e)tter from Laodicea” Col 4:16 3y The period of Separate Circulation

(A.D. 70 — 170)

(2) The New Testament put its writings (b) The Period of Separation between

oln par WghlcT idn?)pirt?]d ngrk? e Canonical and Noncanonical

also our beloved brother Paul, "

according to the wisdom given him, Wntmgs Al 170 » 303)

wrote to you...which the untaught and (c) The Period of Ratification of the NT
unstable distort, as they do also the Canon (Council of Laodicea [367]

rest of the Scriptures” 2 Pet 3:15 — 16 and Council of Carthage [397) (A.D.
[NIV]) 303 - 590)















Discussion Questions

 How does understanding the nature of the
canon of the Bible support or diminish your
confidence In the reliability of the Bible?

 Is it important for believers to have a clear
understanding of how we got the canon of
the Bible? Why or why not?

e \WWhat do you think is the most important
aspect of what we studied today?






GENERAL PRAYER ITEMS

Application of today’s messages

— “But be doers of the word, and not hearers orggedring yourselves.”
(James 1:22)

Unity & growth of Cornerstone/FBCLO members

— “l pray... that they may all be one... (and) that lthe= with which
You have loved Me may be in them, and | in thendh@@17:21,26)

The spread of the gospah our community & the salvation
of unbelievers

— “Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may spabdad and be
honored, as happened among you.” (2 Thess. 3:1)

Wisdom for Cstone/FBCLO leadership
— “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God.” {das 1:5)

Out-of-town Cstone members
Summer mission trip planning




