
The Process of Recognizing the 
Breadth of the Scriptures

Is the Bible simply the by-product of an early, 
agenda-driven church council?

How do we know that we got the right books 
and didn’t leave out others that were supposed 

to have been included?



The Canon of the Scriptures

• The term canoncomes from the 
Greek word kanon, meaning a 
measuring rod or rule

• The canon signifies that which 
is measured by the rule or norm

• In the fourth century Greek 
Christians gave the word a 
religious meaning and applied it 
to the Scriptures

• The canon is the list of biblical 
books regarded as inspired and 
accepted as authoritative for all 
Christians



The Canon of the Scriptures

• Canonicity presupposes revelation, 
inspiration, and authority

• Each of the 66 books of the Bible 
has been recognized as inspired 
revelation from God, as teaching 
with normative authority, and 
therefore as canonical

• The books of the Bible were 
inspired when they were written, 
and when they were received as 
inspired they became part of the 
canon, the collection of inspired 
writings



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• The Five Tests of Old 
Testament Canonicity

• Divine authorship: Is the book 
recognized and revered as being 
inspired by God?

• Human authorship: Is the book 
written, edited, or endorsed by a 
prophet or spokesman from 
God?

• Authorial integrity: Can the 
book be traced back to the time 
and writer from whom it 
claimed to originate?



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• The Five Tests of Old 
Testament Canonicity

• Authenticity: Is the book an 
authentic record of actual facts?

• Early tradition: Is the book 
attested and received by the 
testimony of Jews from an early 
date?



The Canonizationof the Old 
Testament

• The Threefold 
Division of the Old 
Testament

(1) Law
(2) Prophets
(3) Writings

• The Threefold 
Division relates to the 
special position or 
status of the writer



Announcements:
Tonight

– Join us at Jonathan & Janet Moore’s

This Wednesday night@ 8:45
– Join us after the service at the Applebee'sin Lake Orion

This Friday night @ 6:30– Friday Focus

This Saturday – Feather Bowling

Next Sunday@ 10:30 – ABF
– Bible Doctrine series on Godbegins

THIS SUMMER:
• Wednesday Meetings– beginning May 9
• Chicago Mission Trip– June 23-30 (Sat. – Sat.)
• Summer Camping Trip– July 19-22 (Thu. – Sun.)



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• The Old Testament 
Apocrypha

• The term apocrypha signifies 
that which is hidden. The term 
came to mean that which was 
obscure or mysterious, and 
eventually was applied to books 
deemed to be spurious. The 
Reformers used the term to 
describe books they viewed as 
not canonical.



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• The 400 silent years: Between 
the writing of Malachi (approx. 
430 B.C.) and the coming of 
John the Baptist (approx. A.D. 
26) both revelation and 
therefore inspiration were 
inoperative.

• Although conservative scholars 
view this period as a time when 
God did not speak as previously 
through His prophets, a number 
of books were composed.



The Canonization of the Old Testament
• The 15 Apocryphal Books

(1) 1 Esdras (= Roman Catholic 3 
Esdras or Greek Ezra)

(2) 2 Esdras (= Roman Catholic 4 
Esdras or Ezra Apocalypse)

(3) Tobit
(4) Judith
(5) Additions to the Book of Esther
(6) Wisdom of Solomon
(7) Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of 

Jesus the Son of Sirach
(8) Baruch
(9) Letter of Jeremiah
(10) Prayer of Azariah and the Song 

of the Three Young Men
(11) Susanna
(12) Bel and the Dragon
(13) Prayer of Manasseh
(14) 1 Maccabees
(15) 2 Maccabees



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• Evangelical Protestantism 
recognizes the value of the Old 
Testament apocryphal books 
from an historical, political, and 
literary standpoint and for their 
reflection of the religious life of 
Israel between the testaments.

• However, Evangelical 
Protestantism rejects these books 
from the canon for the following 
reasons:

(1) None of the books claims to be 
inspired.

(2) None is quoted in the New Testament 
or was part of the canon Christ 
accepted.



The Canonization of the Old Testament

(3) These books contain historical, 
geographical, and chronological errors, 
and at times they contradict the known 
canonical books.

(4) Except for 1 and 2 Esdras and The 
Prayer of Manasseh, the apocryphal 
books were only officially 
acknowledged by the Roman Catholic 
Church over 15 centuries after their 
composition at the Council of Trent in 
1546 (largely in response to the inroads 
of the Protestant Reformation in 
Europe)

• For these reasons the Protestant 
canon omits these books, 
affirming instead 39 Old 
Testament books



The Canonization of the Old Testament
Bel and the Dragon

1 And king Astyages was gathered to his fathers, and Cyrus of Persia received his kingdom. 
2 And Daniel conversed with the king, and was honoured above all his friends. 
3 Now the Babylons had an idol, called Bel, and there were spent upon him every day twelve great 

measures of fine flour, and forty sheep, and six vessels of wine. 
4 And the king worshipped it and went daily to adore it: but Daniel worshipped his own God. And the 

king said unto him, Why dost not thou worship Bel? 
5 Who answered and said, Because I may not worship idols made with hands, but the living God, who 

hath created the heaven and the earth, and hath sovereignty over all flesh. 
6 Then said the king unto him, Thinkest thou not that Bel is a living God? seest thou not how much he

eateth and drinketh every day? 
7 Then Daniel smiled, and said, O king, be not deceived: for this is but clay within, and brass without, and 

did never eat or drink any thing. 
8 So the king was wroth, and called for his priests, and said unto them, If ye tell me not who this is that

devoureth these expences, ye shall die. 
9 But if ye can certify me that Bel devoureth them, then Daniel shall die: for he hath spoken blasphemy 

against Bel. And Daniel said unto the king, Let it be according to thy word. 
10 Now the priests of Bel were threescore and ten, beside their wives and children. And the king went 

with Daniel into the temple of Bel. 
11 So Bel's priests said, Lo, we go out: but thou, O king, set on the meat, and make ready the wine, and 

shut the door fast and seal it with thine own signet; 
12 And to morrow when thou comest in, if thou findest not that hath eaten up all, we will suffer death, or 

else Daniel, that speaketh falsely against us. 



The Canonization of the Old Testament
13 And they little regarded it: for under the table they had made a privy entrance, whereby they entered in 

continually, and consumed those things. 
14 So when they were gone forth, the king set meats before Bel. Now Daniel had commanded his servants 

to bring ashes, and those they strewed throughout all the temple in the presence of the king alone: 
then went they out, and shut the door, and sealed it with the king's signet, and so departed.

15 Now in the night came the priests with their wives and children, as they were wont to do, and did eat 
and drink up all. 

16 In the morning betime the king arose, and Daniel with him. 
17 And the king said, Daniel, are the seals whole? And he said, Yea, O king, they be whole. 
18 And as soon as he had opened the dour, the king looked upon the table, and cried with a loud voice, 

Great art thou, O Bel, and with thee is no deceit at all. 
19 Then laughed Daniel, and held the king that he should not go in, and said, Behold now the pavement, 

and mark well whose footsteps are these. 
20 And the king said, I see the footsteps of men, women, and children. And then the king was angry, 
21 And took the priests with their wives and children, who shewed him the privy doors, where they came 

in, and consumed such things as were upon the table. 
22 Therefore the king slew them, and delivered Bel into Daniel's power, who destroyed him and his 

temple. 
23 And in that same place there was a great dragon, which they of Babylon worshipped. 
24 And the king said unto Daniel, Wilt thou also say that this is of brass? lo, he liveth, he eateth and

drinketh; thou canst not say that he is no living god: therefore worship him. 
25 Then said Daniel unto the king, I will worship the Lord my God: for he is the living God. 
26 But give me leave, O king, and I shall slay this dragon without sword or staff. The king said, I give 

thee leave. 



The Canonization of the Old Testament

27 Then Daniel took pitch, and fat, and hair, and did seethe them together, and made lumps thereof: this 
he put in the dragon's mouth, and so the dragon burst in sunder : and Daniel said, Lo, these are the 
gods ye worship. 

28 When they of Babylon heard that, they took great indignation, and conspired against the king, saying, 
The king is become a Jew, and he hath destroyed Bel, he hath slain the dragon, and put the priests to 
death. 

29 So they came to the king, and said, Deliver us Daniel, or else we will destroy thee and thine house. 
30 Now when the king saw that they pressed him sore, being constrained, he delivered Daniel unto them: 
31 Who cast him into the lions' den: where he was six days. 
32 And in the den there were seven lions, and they had given them every day two carcases, and two 

sheep: which then were not given to them, to the intent they might devour Daniel. 

33 Now there was in Jewry a prophet, called Habbacuc, who had made pottage, and had broken bread in a 
bowl, and was going into the field, for to bring it to the reapers. 

34 But the angel of the Lord said unto Habbacuc, Go, carry the dinner that thou hast into Babylon unto 
Daniel, who is in the lions' den. 

35 And Habbacuc said, Lord, I never saw Babylon; neither do I know where the den is. 
36 Then the angel of the Lord took him by the crown, and bare him by the hair of his head, and through 

the vehemency of his spirit set him in Babylon over the den. 
37 And Habbacuc cried, saying, O Daniel, Daniel, take the dinner which God hath sent thee. 



The Canonization of the Old Testament

38 And Daniel said, Thou hast remembered me, O God: neither hast thou forsaken them that 
seek thee and love thee. 

39 So Daniel arose, and did eat: and the angel of the Lord set Habbacuc in his own place 
again immediately. 

40 Upon the seventh day the king went to bewail Daniel: and when he came to the den, he 
looked in, and behold, Daniel was sitting. 

41 Then cried the king with a loud voice, saying, Great art Lord God of Daniel, and there is 
none other beside thee. 

42 And he drew him out, and cast those that were the cause of his destruction into the den: 
and they were devoured in a moment before his face.



The Canonization of the Old Testament

• Some Problems with “Bel and the Dragon”
(1) The old Greek translation introduces the book by claiming that Daniel was a 

priest, which stands opposed to the canonical book of Daniel, which does not 
designate him as a priest.

(2) Daniel’s interaction with the king is problematic: “A response of laughter at 
the king’s comment is a bit surprising given the risk and danger that were 
involved in a subordinate possibly upsetting an ancient oriental despot. In v. 
19 Daniel not only laughs at the king’s praise of Bel but also physically 
restrains the king from entering the temple. Such physical contact with a 
monarch would have been unusual.” (NET Bible notes)

(3) The episode of the pitch, fat, and hair destroying the dragon (i.e. snake) is 
obscure. How this would have killed the snake is uncertain. The difficulty of 
the tale is probably due to the legendary nature of the material.



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The New Testament consists of 
27 books written by eight to ten 
human authors over a period of 
about two generations.

• The New Testament opens with 
the book of James (approx. 45 
A.D.) and closes with the book 
of Revelation (approx. 90 – 95 
A.D.)

• The books existed by the end of 
the first century A.D. throughout 
a territory spanning Babylon in 
the east to Rome in the west.



The Canonization of the New Testament

• Although God in His 
providence did not see fit to 
preserve the original autographs 
of Scripture, thousands of 
extant New Testament 
manuscripts and fragments date 
back to within about 50 years of 
the originals

• Through the science of textual 
criticism, we can be reasonably 
certain of reproducing the exact 
text of the original autographs



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The Collection of the 
Canonical Writings

• Several factors led to the 
collection of the canonical 
writings

(1) Recognition of the OT canon 
produced a desire for a parallel 
collection of New Testament 
writings

(2) The words of Christ and the 
apostles were regarded as very 
precious by the early church; 
thus, an effort was sustained to 
preserve them



The Canonization of the New Testament

(3) At least one New Testament book, 
1 Thessalonians, admonished 
believers to read the text aloud 
during public worship (“I put you 
under oath before the Lord to have 
this letter read to all the brothers” 1 
Thess 5:27 [ESV])

(4) The development of a canon by the 
Gnostic heretic Marcion in the 
second century compelled the early 
Christians to compile their own 
collection of authoritative writings

(5) Severe persecutions under the 
Roman emperors motivated 
believers to ascertain the bounds of 
the New Testament inspired 
writings



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The Process of Collecting the 
Books of the New Testament 
Canon

(1) The New Testament itself encouraged 
the collection of written works (“After 
this letter has been read to you, see 
that it is also read in the church of the
Laodiceans and that you in turn read 
the letter from Laodicea” Col 4:16 
[NIV ])

(2) The New Testament put its writings 
on par with OT inspired works (“As 
also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given him, 
wrote to you…which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures” 2 Pet 3:15 – 16 
[NIV ])

(3) Paul classified passages from 
Deuteronomy and Luke equally as 
Scripture (“For the scripture says, 
"Do not muzzle an ox while it is 
treading out the grain," and, "The 
worker deserves his pay” 1 Tim 5:18 
[NET])

(4) Three Periods of Canonical Collection 
Ensued:

(a) The Period of Separate Circulation 
(A.D. 70 – 170)

(b) The Period of Separation between 
Canonical and Noncanonical 
Writings (A.D. 170 – 303)

(c) The Period of Ratification of the NT 
Canon (Council of Laodicea [367] 
and Council of Carthage [397) (A.D. 
303 - 590)



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The Tests of New 
Testament Canonicity

• Authoritative content: Did the work 
reflect accurately in particular the 
person and work of Christ?

• Self-claims of the book: Did the 
work claim to be inspired by a 
reliable source and did the book 
have agreement with the other 
recognized books?

• Moral and spiritual aspects: Did the 
book have the inherent power to 
influence and transform people’s 
lives?



The Canonization of the New Testament

• Reputation of the book in its own 
provenance: Did those closest to 
the writing of the book 
geographically as well as the 
recipients of the book receive it as 
authoritative?

• Authorship: Was the book written 
by a recognized apostle, apostolic 
associate, or NT prophet? (e.g., 
Mark wrote under the direction of 
Peter; Luke was closely associated 
with Paul)



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The Close of the Canon
(1) Jesus recognized the bounds of the 

OT canon in his day (Luke 
11:51)

(2) The New Testament itself signaled 
the approaching close of NT 
revelation and inscripturation 
(see Jude 3; Rev 22:18–19)

(3) It is necessary to formulate this 
understanding theologically, as 
encompassing the nature and 
scope of God’s self-revelation

(4) The early church took great care in 
selecting and collecting the NT 
books



The Canonization of the New Testament

• The New Testament apostles and 
prophets, who were the foundation 
of the church (Eph 2:20), have 
passed off the scene. No similarly 
authoritative spokesman for God 
equipped with the same special 
gifts and abilities is alive today.

• The Bible we have today, 
consisting of 66 books, is 
the all-sufficient, inspired 
Word of God.



Discussion Questions

• How does understanding the nature of the 
canon of the Bible support or diminish your 
confidence in the reliability of the Bible?

• Is it important for believers to have a clear 
understanding of how we got the canon of 
the Bible? Why or why not?

• What do you think is the most important 
aspect of what we studied today?



Care Groups
Jonathan & Janet Moore
Sue Ann Beardsley Daniel Breznau
Michael Cabic Kevin Collins
Ben Jones Bethany Kruger
Anne McWethy Paul Smith
Travis Smith

Away @ School:
Trevor Brunckhorst Jeanna Davis
Jessica Moreno Brad Schick

Aaron Burns & Tracie Wright
Jeff Fisher Lisa Knies
Nathan Kruger Ashley MacIntosh
Allison Moore Nathan Peloquin
Scott TuckerWhitney Turner
Chet Vincent Molly DeGraff

Away @ School:
Krystle MacDonald Matt Verley
Will Wagner Cole Welby

Mike Moses & Marilyn Burns
Eric Arnason Jordan Brett
Rami HannaShane Hanna
Sarah HarrisDeanna Kaleal
Margie King Pat Laitinen
Kayleigh Taylor Matt Veeder
Jesse Vincent

Away @ School:
Mike Hargrove Jonathan Moreno
Richard Sherman Brittany Watterworth

Andrew Commins, Aaron Moore, & Kelly Bartley
Carlos Black Grace Breznau
Andrea Dewar Jennifer Flowers
Lisa Knies Aleta Lockhart 
Dan Stickradt Joel Trumble
Brooke Watterworth Kristina Korany

Away @ School:
Tammy Hunter Ashley MacLeod
Ryan Marsh Clinton Verley
Brandon Watterworth



GENERAL PRAYER ITEMS
• Application of today’s messages

– “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
(James 1:22) 

• Unity & growth of Cornerstone/FBCLO members
– “I pray… that they may all be one… (and) that the love with which 

You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them” (John 17:21,26)

• The spread of the gospelin our community & the salvation 
of unbelievers
– “Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be 

honored, as happened among you.” (2 Thess. 3:1)

• Wisdom for Cstone/FBCLO leadership
– “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God.” (James 1:5)

• Out-of-town Cstone members
• Summer mission trip planning


