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This book contains: the mind of God, the state of 
man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, 

and the happiness of believers. Its doctrine is holy, 
its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and 
its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, 

believe it to be saved, and practice it to be holy. It 
contains light to direct you, food to support you, 

and comfort to cheer you. 
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It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s 
compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. 
Here heaven is open, and the gates of hell are disclosed. 
Christ is the grand subject, our good its design, and the 
glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the 

heart, and guide the feet.
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Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of 
wealth, health to the soul, and a river of pleasure. It is 

given to you here in this life, will be opened at the 
judgment, and is established forever. It involves the 

highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and 
will condemn all who trifle with its contents (excerpted from John 

MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible)
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• Should we affirm the 
teaching of the 
inerrancy of the Bible?

• Should those who 
deny inerrancy be 
identified as contrary 
to sound doctrine (i.e., 
heterodox)?
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� Clark Pinnock, Professor of 
Systematic Theology at McMaster 
Divinity College in Hamilton, ON, 
holds that the Bible is inspired but 
not completely accurate in all it 
affirms.

� “This leaves us with the question, 
does the New Testament, did Jesus, 
teach the perfect errorlessness of 
the Scriptures? No, not in plain 
terms” (Pinnock, The Scripture 
Principle [San Francisco: Harper & 
Row, 1984], p. 57)
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• “Once we recall how complex a 

hypothesis inerrancy is, it is 
obvious that the Bible teaches no 
such thing explicitly. What it 
claims, as we have seen, is divine 
inspiration and a general
reliability” (Scripture Principle, p. 
58, emphasis mine).

• “Why, then, do scholars insist that 
the Bible does claim total 
inerrancy? I can only answer for 
myself, as one who argued in this 
way a few years ago. I claimed that 
the Bible taught total inerrancy 
because I hoped that it did–I 
wanted it to” (Ibid.).
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• The Bible contains errors in 
peripheral matters but is truthful 
in its central teachings relating 
to faith and life.

• “Inconsequential errors” in 
history, geography, and 
physical science are present in 
the Bible.

• The Bible is to be viewed as a 
source of spiritual strength, not 
a battlefield over details.
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• Rejection of what God says in His word calls into question 
the character of God.

• An errant Bible cannot be divinely authoritative and 
completely trustworthy.

• An errant yet God-breathed Bible is a meaningless 
designation. A fallible Bible which at the same time claims 
to be God’s Word is philosophically indefensible. 

• To deny total inerrancy is to surrender to the philosophy of 
relativism, which asserts that absolute truth cannot be 
communicated in a feasible way.
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• The Teaching of Christ 
Concerning the Old Testament

• “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17, ESV)

• “Then he said to them, ‘These are 
my words that I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled’” (Luke 
24:44, ESV)
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• “But it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one 
stroke of a letter of the Law to 
fail” (Luke 16:17, NASB)

• “How then can we, the disciples 
of Jesus, possibly have a lower 
view of Scripture than our 
Teacher himself had?” (John R. 
W. Stott, The Authority of the 
Bible [Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1976], p. 16).
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• The Teaching of Christ 
Concerning the Future New 
Testament

• “But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to 
you” (John 14:26, NASB)
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• “But when the Helper comes, 
whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness about me. And you 
also will bear witness, because you 
have been with me from the 
beginning (John 15:26–27, ESV)

• “The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show his 
servants what must happen very 
soon. He made it clear by sending 
his angel to his servant John, who 
then testified to everything that he 
saw concerning the word of God 
and the testimony about Jesus 
Christ” (Rev 1:1–2, NET)
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Illumination describes the work 
of the Holy Spirit whereby he 
brings understanding and 
enables reception of the Word. 
It entails a divine enlightening 
by the Holy Spirit to enable a 
person to grasp the significance 
of the Word of God. 
Illumination pertains to the 
human mind and not to the 
biblical text. 
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“The natural person does not 
accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them 
because they are 
spiritually discerned. The 
spiritual person judges all 
things, but is himself to be 
judged by no one” (1 Cor 
2:14, ESV).
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• How would you respond to someone who 
doubts the truthfulness of God’s Word?

• How is a belief that the Bible has errors 
contradictory to the Christian faith? If it is 
not, why not?

• Why is a person’s view of the Bible so 
crucial in terms of their overall doctrine?


